Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures

General Education Curriculum

Request for Course Approval:  Hebrew 345

This course meets the general principles of the GEC Model Curriculum and the specific goals of the Arts and Humanities, Analysis of Texts and Works of Art, Literature sub-category by introducing students to the nature and function of art in ancient Judaism from the standpoints of history, cultural history, and material culture.  In doing so they will evaluate significant writings and works of art and architecture in the context of ancient Judaism.  Such studies will develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing material culture and reflecting on that experience.

Expected Learning Outcomes

Ancient Judaism had a rich tradition of architecture, mosaic and sculptural arts, and a history of discourse on the role art and iconography should play in religious life.  In the examination of this tradition, students will develop the skills to explain how works of art and writings explore the human condition.  Through reading, discussing, and writing about the literary discourse relating to this artistic tradition, students will learn to understand and evaluate the personal and social values of their own and other cultures.
Course Assessment Plan for Hebrew 345
Hebrew 345 will be critically assessed in order to determine how well it is meeting the general principles and specific General Learning Objectives of the Arts and Humanities category of the General Education Curriculum. Assessment will take place after the first quarter in which the course is taught and thereafter biennially.

The following procedures and indicators will be used in assessing the course:

1)  Student evaluations, both the quantitative SEI and the narrative departmental SRT

2)  Written report of class visit by peer evaluator

3)  Portfolio of sample student work

4)  Review of current exams and paper topics

5)  Review of course syllabi for each iteration of the course. 

6)  Biennial assessment report to be submitted to ASC summarizing the results of the course assessment. 

7)  Review of all of the above materials by the instructors of the other courses in the ASC Cluster of which this course is a part.
Items 3-5 will be maintained on file in the Department so that the progress of the course can be monitored and evaluated across time as the course evolves and to enable the department to address any major concerns or drift from the established goals and standards.
